[Renal transplantation for patients with systemic lupus erythematosus: report of two cases].
Renal transplantation for patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) remains controversial. We performed living-tissue related renal transplantation on a 45-year-old woman with SLE and an eight-month history of hemodialysis. We also did cadaveric renal transplantation on a 41-year-old man with SLE and a 12-year history of hemodialysis. Serological tests including tests for antinuclear antibodies and complements were negative prior to surgery and throughout the course in both cases. The latter patients survived herpes-zoster virus infection in month 6 and bacterial pneumonia in month 9 after transplantation. Neither patient experienced any rejection or relapse of lupus nephritis after the procedure, and both maintained good renal allograft functions. The recurrence of lupus nephritis is reportedly extremely rare, i.e., with a possibility rate of less than 1% in transplant patients with burnt-out SLE. To the best of our knowledge, these cases are the 27th and 28th case reports of renal transplantation for SLE patients in Japanese literature.